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Hitesh and Kate Patel have transformed their Gloucestershire garden with their love of 

grasses, many collected while living in South East Asia. Mandy Bradshaw discovered an 

impressive display 

Yellow Book garden descriptions are generally composed of the same elements: herbaceous 

borders, vegetables, topiary, woodland, shrubs and sometimes a pond. The combinations may 

vary but the mix is essentially the same. So, reading that Barn House had a miscanthus hedge, 

I was intrigued to know more. 

1.  

Hitesh and Kate Patel in front of a hedge of rudbeckia and miscanthus 

Grasses, popularised by Dutch designer Piet Oudolf, appear in many planting schemes but the 

idea of using them as a hedge is unusual. 
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It turned out to be very effective. The biscuit-coloured foliage, topped with soft plumes, 

makes an elegant screen, set off by the dark foliage of shrubs that had previously formed the 

boundary. In front of the grasses – around 210 plants over 70m – are clumps of Rudbeckia 

fulgida var. sullivantii “Goldsturm”, the yellow flowers a striking counterpoint, while 

Geranium macrorrhizum below that completes the display. 

 

Relatively easy to maintain, it’s an eye-catching combination that has fluidity and style, 

avoiding the blandness of so many hedges. For Kate Patel and her husband, Hitesh, planting 

with grasses and bamboo was natural; they spent several years living in South East Asia and 

built up a sizeable collection of both while there. 

They moved to the one-acre garden at Brockweir Common, in Gloucestershire, seven years 

ago and inherited a plot that had obviously been well cared for in a previous life but was in 

need of some attention. One of their first tasks was to create a weed-free border to house 

some of their grasses. They chose an area that had once been a swimming pool but which had 

been filled in and planted with shrubs. It was, says Kate, was now overrun with bindweed and 

ground elder. Digging it out by hand proved a long and arduous task, not helped by the heavy 

clay soil riddled with sandstone and pudding stone. 

“If you want to go beyond what digging can do, you’re into dynamite country,” says Kate. 

Knowing how difficult it is to deal with perennial weeds in grasses, they have done their best 

to stop any recolonising the area by lining the border with left-over damp-proof membrane 

from building work on the house. So far, it seems to be working. 

At the heart of the display is a grass in a beautiful klong jar, a traditional Asian water pot, and 

more pots collected during their time abroad are used throughout, from the garden to house 

plants. One such display is by the side of the house, where ugly steps have been softened, 

first by an edging of Geranium “Sanne” that echoes the colour of the concrete, and then by a 

collection of containers with plants that include the wonderfully tactile Pennisetum 

alopecuroides “Little Bunny” and P. “Fairy Tails”., chocolate cosmos, orange-flowered 

cannas and several purple-leaved heucheras. Nearby, welcome shade has been created with a 

vine-covered pergola. 

Although the garden does have some perennials and shrubs, the focus is definitely on the 

grasses. Along the front of the house, an upward slope from the patio has been transformed 

by terraces planted with Calamagrostis x acutiflora ‘Overdam’ and ‘Karl Foerster’ combined 

with nepeta and rudbeckia. 

There’s a circular bed of calamagrostis, echinacea, veronicastrum, sedum and geranium, huge 

clumps of Stipa gigantea, Molinia caerulea a. ‘Transparent’ guarding the start of a path, and 

Nasella tenuissima (formerly Stipa tenuissima) is being introduced to the gravel. Meanwhile, 

a seating area inside a fenced run for their dogs is planted with molinia and the tiny 

Miscanthus ‘Starlight’. 

The garden also has many bamboos, something many gardeners shy away from as they have 

a reputation for spreading vigorously; plants have been known to break through drives and 

paving. 



Kate contains them by planting in raised beds that are lined with DPM, explaining that 

bamboos run from about 12 inches down. By making sure they are at least 18ins to 2ft above 

ground level they can be restricted. 

She grows Phyllostachys vivax, one of the tallest, as a screen to shield the garden from a 

neighbouring house while a smaller variety disguises the greenhouse. 

“We’re not frightened of bamboo,” she laughs. 

Barn House, Brockweir Common, near Lydney, is open from 2pm-5.30pm tomorrow for the 

National Gardens Scheme. Admission is £3.50, children’s entry free 

 


